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ARTISTROGER ARDNT (righty
with his brother Allen in what wasa
little farmhouse which they have
converted intoa sleck andclegant
bungalow of grand proportions.
The salon provides gallery space
for Roger"s works as well as space
where public events can be held.

This home is wherethe artis
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Rogerand Allen Arndt
can point to the spet where
the kitchen door once stood.
The vanished doorway is the
one they shuffled through at
dawn cach morning when
their grandfather called them
down to begin another long,
hot day of cherry picking or
garden weeding.

They remember exactly
where their work boots stood
waiting in the hall en these
long ago and chilly summer
mornings. And they know
precisely where their grand-
mother stood at the siove
preparing the breakfast that
would sce them through
another moming in the family
orchand,

That was then. This is
now.

The old farmbouse is still
there in the foundation and in

the framework of several
rooms. Andinthe brothers”
memorics. But what the visi-
torsees is a serene, conlem-
porary house withanenviable
sciting, a speclacular view
and trim landscaping. The lit-
tle fannhouse isnowasleck
and elegant bungalow of
grandproportions.

But this housc is not a
home, Instead, it*s a remark-
able studio and salon where
Roger creates landscape
paintings that scll world-wide
while Allen directs the sales
arwd marketing.

Recently, the housc has
become more public, serving
as adestination for events like
an Okanagan Music Socicty
concert when seals for more
than 50 people were sctoutin
the salon and adjoining slate-
tilexd foyer. The brothers plan
toopen the house for many
more functions in the future,
envisicningelegant affairs

like the concertevening as
well as farm-oriented tours
and nevents.

In 1986, when the broth-
ers decided that the old farm-
house might make a good stu-
dio space, they first
envisiened aquick tidy-up
and perhaps several thousand
dollars in wiring and cosmel-
icchanges.

“Everything was major,
though,” laughs Allen, “We
boarded and re-wired. Twen-
Ly thousand dellars later we
realized it was serious.”

Beginning with the old
house whose very building
lumber was limber felled on
Lhe property many years ago,
the brothers expanded the

104500 square fect.

“We were always run-
ning oulof room,” says Allen.
“Renovations just led to more
renovations.”

Itis difficult to believe
that the elegant salon with its

vast fireplace was the tractor
shed. Orthat the cozy lower
level that will become a pan-
elled library was once the
busiker-like concrete founda-
tion for their grandfather’s
garage. Incredible that
Roger'sairy and screne stu-
dio space was ence the
kitchen where peaches were
canned and thousands of
farmbhouse meals prepared.

An architest came on
board atene point, helping
the brothers to formalize the
designthey envisioned, The
sustaining image was of asort
of gentlemen's ¢lub—an
atmosphere based onalove
and appreciatien of artand
music,

Judy Windrem, alocal
decorator who consulied on
colourand design put their
vision inwonds, says Allen.

She said, ‘you want an
old boys club where women
feel atheme,” and she was

right,” he says. “She helped
us choosecclours and finish-
es for that theme.”

Throughout the house
there arc creative details to
charm and delight the eye.
The dramatic stairwell enclo-
sure that stands precisely
where Grandma's cockstove
once stood, illustrates the
point. Here, three-foot high
glass pancls have been ciched
with the complete scorccf a
favourite classical piece, This
imaginative lask was “casy"
toaccomplish the brothers
insisL.

Details are important 1o
the Arndts. The salon fire-
place for instance, was
inspired by aphotegraphina
magazine. Using the apparent
heightof chairs set before the
fireplace inthe illustration,
they determined the approxi-
mate dimensions of the fire-
place. Then they reproduced
it. A friend hand-carved the

magrificent surround using
Henduras mahegany tocre-
ate afaithful replica of the
fireplace in the photograph.
Generously sized wing chairs
drawn up Lo the fireplace
complete the scene.

Anchored by the massive
fireplace, the salon provides
gallery space for Roger's
werks as well as space fer
public events like the music
concert when a grand piano
was brought in as well, At
Christmas, a fifteen foot tree
stands in the high-ceilinged
room.,

Another antist friend cre-
ated a second dramatic fire-
place for Roger's studio.

Witha firm sense of the
ambiance they want for the
house, the Amds are content
to wait fer some things that
are beyond the budget at the
momenl. They wouldlike to
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Like anewly planted tree, a house takes time to develop
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use the Honduras mahogany
for beams and doers in the
studio, but since the wood is
notonly beautiful butcostly,
that will have to wail. The
s, slated to
with floor to
ceiling bookcases, is vacant
for now. But they know
exactly how it will look and
the quality of materials they'l
for the project.
They plan to make the
Itbmr) av ;nthc fcr small
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studio like this anywhere,”
saysAllen,
tor cf the house

r(H..Illn..- nd p:l].m. reminis-

cent of carly Canadian-rail-
ay-station-styls,

s wanted itto fecltra-

Asthey “grow’ the house
and 1s surroundin 1
the visicn, the brothers are
content Lo in time and
muchbackbreaking effort.

Recently, they moved 40
truckloads of rock tothe front
of the property, creating a
rock garden entry that will
soen feature a pond and
waterfall, When ahalf-ten

outof plage, they

Ps.

Ultimately, their project
will be a werk of art that
reaches back to encompass
the roots of the family farm

d. They envisiona
n where  city
dwellers can  tour the

orchards, wander through
working gardens and visit an
o markel.

This all takes time
Recalling those long-ago
mornings of erchard werk
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project.
“It’s the way a lree

bro'-\s. "l say:
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