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By Laurie Carter

“Painting is 2ll I've ever dong,”
says Roger D. Amdr. He chaw easily as though
we were sitting down aver coffes rather than
standing in his Kelowna snadio while he brushes
tiny branches onto the remarkably detailed wrees
in his latest landsoape.

Though just entering bis middoniss, Aendes Bfe
work spans more than threr decrdes and has
camnad him a widespread reputation as "Painter of
the Canadian West.” Rogsr says bes been inter-
ested in am since he was eight and ceedits big
brother, Allen, with buying hiry his fine cils at 12,

His fu:'.'l]y has always Been involbved with his
work at some kevel. Reger's fiscination wish the
wildeeness stems from childhood visis 12
Manning Patk where they hiked and fiched and
axplered, Today, his sister, Shen, handles fam-
ing in the Cherrytree Weorlshop: Allen does all
the art photography and takes care of the busi-
ness end; and it all happens in a studis complex
that was once wbeie grandparents” homese:

Rogee lays dowa bis brzh and pidks opa
deyer, He zime it at the nowly painted forest and
explaing sbout Genesis beat-set eils. Odourless
and non-toxis, these ollswill only s at 260 Fwith
the help of a blower for ovan for saall picoss),

They dont dry on hes Brushes and Roger ean
mix colowns and lave paint on his palotts
indefinicely. This allows him 1o 2pply ene colour,
dry ir, and Emrediaely caey enowith anothen
Ideal for an antist whose luminous works are
ceafted with 2 painseaking layering technique,

Bhut this time he stops to show me arsund.

Wee sunding in awide-open space with exposed
rafters, The walls are hung with Roger’s improssions
of the Canadian Roddes pacsful wintersepess
irmazes refleesing his imserest in Halda vosang aed

reeent retum g0 the seascapes which he fist
painted as 2 boy apprentice with Loren D Adams,
Roger remembars what it was ke 20 the fumbouss
his prandfaher builtin 1946,

“These wasa bedrom hare, the living room was
theee, .. and that was the trap door 1o grandmal

roor ezllan™ he ESEN i:)dic‘.ltin!; the cut-cut i the
floor where 2 carved statnway now descends to an
arca that's been axcavated to provide Aflen witha
photography stiadis. T ask abouwr the highly
unnsu retling — decorated with 2 musieal seor
ctched into the gliss — and leamn that its Brahms'
Tntermerza in A Major, Qpus 118, Wa 2.

Repgee beads me down a hallway o the work-
thop where the physict] proesss of malang his
art bepins and ends. “There’s a lor of prep wiek
in just doing the board,” he says. The panels are

ey bayers of eil primer then sanded

d paintings line an case] wall, waiting
for varnish or drying,

This workahop 2l howses a silk screen press and
the high-tech cquipmant noeded for o
Rog
eounter. "W had o buy my Mos a row one
when she gave us this,” he luaghs. Bt there’s noth-
ing funny about the burinss radonals involved.

Tt gives me a2 lot ansee aposure =7 he says,
“gets e nto a price range that’s affordable for a
bt more I‘,::}]?];‘.”

The itk screen (Segreph) inages are pringsd on
canvas, rerouchad by the ardse, vamished, signed
and numbered, Areds limizs moar editions o 98,

Recemly the coterprising brothers have vensured
nta thc(!igiu] world and 2re now nu]:ins Giclés
prings as well, Film of the original painding is
saanned o 2 computer. The extremely high-
roselention e 18 eoloar cotrected on the monizor
and a preof arated onan 1s® Inlejet printer.

Afier Roger makes his final changes and eorec-
tiens, the file is wsed to paing 2 small edision. This
new technology creates images aca peresived reso-
Tusion of 1850 dpi by spraying ink droplets abowt
the size of 2 red blood el The result 13 2 pant
with desply sacurated colour that retiing subele
tints 2nd blends and remardabls degail,

On the other end of the photography spectrum,
a chuster of tattered black and whitss decormes a
5\‘::;'3" (!Ft}'c \\‘:}I!:mﬂ‘ \\'J[E Jli(l C’}H‘:}ﬂ‘ldﬁ [}l:

Fhotes by AenAmdt ond Broce Kem

Andr family history. Allen, whe's taking a break from b
grege arbour over the ftone veranda, joins Hoger in a ugesam
retelling of the story

Although they were born and raised in Vancouver, the boys werz
shipped o the Okanagan ich summer o help their grandparens.
The senior Arndds came from Alberia and bought a nin-down
erchard. They buile this houss from pine tress on the propsry and
worked hard o Improve the place.

e hated Tv at the time,” says Allen, “wark, work, wark all dbe
time. Quart ac 5230 wa changs water {irrigation], hosing. There was so
raach work... Geandma had 130 rose bushen!™

Thirgs were very different then, They remeniber daylong trips out
past Big White to cut orchard props. And s lion roariog in the nighe
Their uncle owned 2 small 200 in the area pow occupied by
Canadian Tire and the car’s rears carried all che way up 1o the farm
en Belpee Bench. When the chersiss begn o ripen, theyd help har-
vest 39 tons of frait over five or six weehs,

"Thase trezs arz gone now, Roger and Allsn are currently replanting the
orchand with new varieties of cherry and apple. *I's been an evolution
over the years,” @ys Allen,

The Brothers began in 1986 with the original farmhbeuss, which,
typical of homesteads, hrd beeome an implement shed and junk
area when a new heuss was built. They gurtad the mterior and
added the north lighe, Gradwally they expanded into the ad 4
bays and dug cur the czllar,

“Iesborn a bbour of ke — we dip rvay atit pioce by picos,” says Roger.

Allen 2grees, adding: “You have to lock at it with leng gyes.”

In 1937, they added a sextion, which includes 2 catering kitchen
and large room suitable for concerts, business mestings and small
weddings. Out frent, a rock garden is wking shape.

Amizdse all the activity yould wonder wheee Rogee Ends time o
paint and atiend shows, But semehow it all happens. He soes the
pallery as “more of a studin eeporiancs than the oo downtown.”
Morte of his work is on display and he conduces art dasses on st

Thiis time of year it expecially hectic. Ripening fruit means more
werk for the beothers, but a benus For an Jovers. Along with the
criginals, prints and ar¢ cards available i the gife salon (3t prices
ranging from $3.50 eo 32.000), you cin plin to tike home some
fresh-picked cherrics or 2pples.

Vit the orchard and discover the art of Roger D, Amdlt,
Open 1 ponr. 0 of pom., Tuesday to Saturday throughout the
suznmer; By appointiient during the winser. Visis wnirdaart.com for
mare faformation and art elvss schediles,
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